dialogue

ORDER FORM

A JOURNAL OF RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY
School
Address

Postcode
Telephone number

“For many years, Dialogue magazine
has been at the cutting edge of A level
RS, with exciting and scholarly ways
of engaging young people with the
biggest questions in ways that support
both personal engagement and exam
success. Long may it flourish. It is
essential reading for A level RS.”
Lat Blaylock, Editor, REtoday

E-mail (This will not be shared)

Dialogue is an important resource for
A-level Religious Studies and Philosophy.
n	Accessible articles by leading academics
n Key A-level topics
n High quality design and layout
n	Introductory articles and academic
extension
n Substantial archive
n	Edited by highly successful heads of
department, teachers of A-level and IB
n Over twenty years’ experience

Please send a cheque with your order,
made payable to “Dialogue”.
iL 2016

issue 46 APR

dialogue
You will find details of all Dialogue publications,
including free downloads, at

www.dialogue.org.uk

P.O. Box 1098, Bircham, King’s Lynn,
Norfolk, PE31 6XA.
Tel. & fax: 01485 576018
E-mail: info@dialogue.org.uk

issN 1367-2592

Name

D I A L O G U E

D I A L O G U E

Reason and the
Moral Sense:

“While textbooks may give
students the basic information
they need for A-level Religious
Studies, Dialogue offers rather
more – broadening the context,
providing depth and often giving
a more imaginative approach to
the topics it features. It is ideal
for stretching and enthusing
students at this level.”

Generally speaking, a sentim
entalist is
someone who claims that
the source of our
knowledge of right and wrong
, as well
as our motivation for doing
what is right
rather than what is wrong
, lies in what
may be termed human feeling
s, affections,
emotions and sentiments.
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Dr Mel Thompson,
Writer, teacher and A-level examiner.

not only claimed Hutche
son as a friend, but also
regarded him as a formati
ve influence upon their
work.
Clarke was a theolog
ian admired by people
as
diverse as Voltaire and
Queen Caroline, the
wife
of George II. An Anglic
an clergyman, he was
a
close friend of Isaac
Newton, whom he defend
ed
in a celebrated corresp
ondence with the Germa
n
philosopher, Gottfried
Leibniz.
Price was a prominent
proponent of Clarke’
s
moral thought, and a
leading supporter of
the
American and French
revolutions. Indeed,
it was
one of Price’s sermon
s that provoked the politici
an
and philosopher, Edmun
d Burke, to write his
Reflections on the Revolu
tion in France (Londo
n,
1790), which was critical
of the French Revolu
tion
and its supporters.

An understanding of
the contrasts betwee
n the
respective moral philoso
phical positions of Clarke
and Price, and Hutche
son and Hume, is importa
nt,
because their disagre
ement within the British
Enlightenment continu
es to inform modern
versions
of ethical rationalism
and sentimentalism.
Indeed,
such is the significance
of these historical figures
, it
would be very difficul
t to find any work of
modern

moral philosophy or
intellectual history which
does
not discuss either (or,
most likely, each) of
them.

Varieties of Rationalism
and
Sentimentalism

Generally speaking,
a sentimentalist is someon
e
who claims that the
source of our knowle
dge of
right and wrong, as
well as our motivation
for
doing what is right rather
than what is wrong,
lies
in what may be termed
human feelings, affectio
ns,
emotions and sentime 1
nts. Thus, a sentime
ntalist
may be described as
someone who places
the
emphasis, in moral questio
ns, on humanity’s
affective, sentimental
or emotional nature.
Unlike
sentimentalism, ethical
rationalism maintains
that
our moral knowledge,
as well as our concern
to
act morally, rather than
immorally, is a result
of
our rational nature. So,
in rationalism, it is human
reason, rather than human
emotion, that is the
source of human moral
reflection and action.
Now, it might be clear
from the above
descriptions of ethical
rationalism and
sentimentalism that
there are different ways
of being
an ethical rationalist
and sentimentalist. As
we shall
see, Clarke and Price
were rational intuitio
nists:
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“I am unashamedly a devoted fan of the
Dialogue journal, having a copy of every
issue from the beginning! The magazines
form the backbone of my A-level teaching
resources, covering a range of mainly
philosophy and ethics articles. Easily
accessible to sixth form readers and written
by notable scholars, the up-to-date articles
are presented in an engaging format and
cover topical issues. I eagerly await the
next issue.”
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ethical rationalism
maintains that our
moral knowledge, as
well as our concern to
act morally, rather than
immorally, is a result of
our rational nature.
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importance within moral
philosophy,
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generally. In this article,
we will explore
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lists
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eighteenth-century Britain
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a period often referred
to as ‘The Enlightenment
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The respective positio
ns of four key figures
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, will be examined:
on
the rationalist side, Samue
l Clarke (1675-1739)
and Richard Price (1723-1
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Francis Hutcheson (1694-1
746)
and David Hume (1711-1
776).
Hume is perhaps the
best known of these
thinkers; however, it
is important to note
that each
of the other thinkers
was also highly influen
tial in
their own time.
Hutcheson was Profess
or of Moral Philosophy
at
the University of Glasgo
w, and a key figure within
the Scottish Enlightenment
. The likes of Hume,
and the economist and
philosopher Adam Smith,
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Mo Middleton,
Impington Village College.

Issue 47 (November 2016)
Issue 48 (April 2017)
Subscription Rates
(including postage and packing)
Tick as appropriate:
1 copy of each (Issues 47 & 48): £19.50
3 copies of each (Issues 47 & 48): £46.00
5 copies of each (Issues 47 & 48): £66.00
To resubscribe or receive Dialogue for the first time,
please complete this Order Form (continues over) and
return to: Dialogue, P.O. Box 1098, Bircham,
King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE31 6XA.

